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The most basic definition of street 
art is art that can be viewed from 
the street or public location. There 
are many forms of street art out 
there, but there are definitely 
some examples that are better 
than others. Powerful street art 
tends to evoke a feeling or send 
a message to the viewer. Street 
art can be funny, serious, or just 
down right disturbing. The list 
goes on and on It all depends on 
the eye of the of the beholder.  



Street art encompasses many different me-
diums and techniques such as, murals, sten-
cil art, sticker art, lock on sculptures, street 
installations, wheat pasting, wood blocking, 
video projection, LED art, mosaic tiling, yarn 
bombing, and many other forms that have 
not yet been defined. Basically Street art can 
be formed from anything anywhere. I did my 
best to show a wide variety of these different 
forms of street art. 



It is common for street art to car-
ry subliminal messages. Street 
artists are very successful at 
getting there messages across 
because they use popular icons 
and symbols that most people 
are familiar with. Also, the fact 
that the art is displayed in public 
makes it very difficult not to look. 



Street art such as 
sticker and sten-
cil art get noticed 
because they get 
placed over and 
over again in many 
different places, but 
the most eye pop-
ping art is unique to 
its location. Street 
art that would not be 
physically possible 
in any other location 
is usually the most 
interesting to look at.



Street art usually walks a fine line between being a work of art and/or a work of van-
dalism. Unfortunately most cities, states, and countries still view it as vandalism, but  
it has definitely become more accepted around the world as legitimate art. 



Many places around the world have 
started to realize the value that street 
art can bring to a community. The 
street artist Megx had permission to 
convert this bridge in Wuppertal, Ger-
many into a giant Lego structure. As 
you can see from the before and af-
ter pictures that this bridge went from 
being another thing you have to walk 
under to something that you want to 
walk under. This is just one example 
of a community that is supportive of 
street art and artists. 



Street art is surprisingly easy 
to find if you are looking in the 
right places. I took a walk threw 
downtown Fargo, North Dakota 
to see what I could discover. 
Probably the most interesting 
and unique example that I found 
was the Bras on Broadway 
display that is put up every 
year at the Hodo bar to 
promote breast cancer 
awareness. 



I have probably walked past these 
dumpsters a hundred times and 
never even noticed them. A great 
example of turning something that 
is normally considered unattractive 
into a work of art. 



There are many large 
mural drawings that can 
be found throughout 
downtown Fargo. The 
cool thing about these 
murals is that the artists 
clearly had permission to 
create them. 



Every time I go downtown I purposely go 
down this street specifically to get a look 
at this peacock. Just a great example 
of street art that enhances an otherwise 
boring back side of a building. 



Fargo is a community that is 
very involved in the local art 
scene. The sculpture on the 
right is a student project locat-
ed at Renaissance Hall which  
is home to NDSU art and ar-
chitecture students. The Plains 
Art Museum which is shown 
in the background of the pic-
ture on the next slide is also 
home for many local artists 
and exhibits. Its great to have 
a community that supports lo-
cal arts. 



Knit bombing is one of the 
newer forms of street art that 
can be seen all over the light 
polls of downtown Fargo. The 
picture below is an example 
of a stencil tag that I have 
seen few different places 
around Far go. These sten-
cil tags are often considered 
vandalism, but when they are 
done on objects that no one 
really cares about such as a 
dumpster they tend stay. 



Street art is pretty much 
everywhere, so much so 
that it starts to define the 
communities that they 
are displayed in. This is 
definitely true for Fargo 
as well as many other 
places around the world. 
Some communities try to 
discourage street art, but 
the more that happens 
the chances are  more 
vandalism is going to oc-
cur. The key here is for 
communities to embrace 
street art and artists so 
they can work hand in 
hand to create a better 
environments for everyone 
to enjoy. Like I said before 
street art is everywhere so 
keep your eyes open and 
enjoy what people have to 
offer to the streets.
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